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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

1 . An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 

1 .312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Mr. Campigotto on 5/21/04. 

2. The application has been amended as follows: 

Claim 1, line 2: deleted and replaced by -adding a bonding agent into an upward-facing 
open channel in a bonding surface of a first electrochemical cell component;-- 
Claim 1, line 3: deleted and replaced with -aligning the first electrochemical cell 
component with a second electrochemical cell component;— 

Claim 1, line 4: deleted and replaced with -creating one or more closed channels when 
the second component is aligned with the first component;- 

Claim 1, lines 5-6: deleted and replaced with -distributing the bonding agent through the 
one or more closed channels;— 

Claim 1, line 7-8: deleted and replaced with -supporting both a section of the second 
component that covers the open channel and the open channel, wherein support is 
provided by one or more supports disposed in the open channel of the first component, by 
one or more supports protruding from a section of the second component that covers the 
open channel, or by combinations thereof;— 
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Claim 1, lines 9-10: deleted and replaced with -placing the aligned components into a 
container consisting essentially of a pliable bag; and-- 

Claim 1, lines 11-15: deleted and replaced with -drawing a vacuum within the pliable 
bag, wherein the pliable bag molds to a shape of the aligned components.- 
Claim 3, line 2: "sealed" was deleted. 
Claim 6: canceled. 
Claim 7: canceled. 

Claim 8, line 1: "4" was deleted and -1- was inserted. 

Claims 27-39 and 44-48: canceled. 
3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

With respect to claim 1, the prior art fails to teach or suggest a method of assembling 
electrochemical cell components comprising distributing bonding agent through one or more 
closed channels created by aligning a first component having an upward-facing open channel and 
a second component, and supporting both a section of the second component that covers the open 
channel of the first component and the open channel, wherein the support is provided by one or 
more supports disposed in the open channel of the first component, by one or more supports 
protruding from a section of the second component that covers the open channel, or by 
combinations thereof. 

WO 99/56954 to Caliper Technologies teaches making a microfluidic device by bonding 
a first component having an upward-facing open channel to a second component, wherein 
deformation of both components is prevented during bonding by providing supports protruding 
from the surface of the first component (excluding the channel area) or by providing supports 
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protruding from the second component such that they project into the open channel (Figure 3 A; 
p. 14, line 25 - p. 15, line 20; esp. p. 15, lines 16-17). However, the reference teaches the need 
for these supports when using a thermal bonding process and expressly states that these supports 
are not used when the components are adhesively bonded because deformation of the 
components does not occur (p. 9, lines 11-13). 

Therefore, the skilled artisan would not look to this reference to modify the method of 
adhesively bonding electrochemical cell components as taught by Schmid (US 6080503; primary 
reference applied in paragraph 18 of previous office action) to render Applicant's claimed 
invention obvious, because the '954 reference teaches away from that being claimed. 
4. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably accompany the issue 
fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement of Reasons for 
Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jessica L. Rossi whose telephone number is 571-272-1223. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F (8:00-5:30) First Friday Off 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Richard D. Crispino can be reached on 571-272-1226. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. Information 
regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application Information 
Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained from 
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either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center 
(EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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